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I f you ever have a dream, go for it
and catch it if you can.

That’s the philosophy of Bill
Keenan,whose talents on the ski
hill made him a champion and

Canadian hero.
Amember of theCanadianHall of

Fame and aworld championmogul
skier in the early 1980s,Keenan has
turned his vision in another, related di-
rection and createdDreamCatcher.
The resort community inKimberley,

B.C. takesKeenan’s passion for the
mountains andmarries it with a true
alpine setting that offers residents un-
matched year-round experiences.
Twenty years ago,Keenan teamed

upwithDaleChynoweth to form
KeenanDevelopmentGroup,which
specializes in office and commercial
development in Florida, but his heart
remains inCanada and the Rockies,
he says.
“I’ve been coming back every single

year withmy family for skiing andwe
love the area,” saysKeenan. “I’ve
never lostmy passion for skiing or the
mountains.Withmy background, it
was a natural extension to branch out
into alpine design and recreation prop-
erty.”

The location forDreamCatcher
was a natural, he says.
“It’s a unique, 25-acre (10-

hectare), level piece of land
that’s right adjacent to a ski hill
—Kimberley Ski Resort,”
saysKeenan. “It’s a gor-
geous setting that was a
former campground.”

Ski legend launchesKimberley resort

A

ColleenDeNeve,CalgaryHerald
Buyer JeffCalibaba is looking forward togetting his chalet unit in theDreamCatcherproject.
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Thedeveloperhasbeenable tooverlayroadsover the
existinggravel roads thatwere inplacealready, he says.
“Theywind through the treesandallowus to try topre-
serveasmany treesaspossible.”
Additionally, thedesignallowsthehome sites tobe

moreprivate.Unique to thearea,DreamCatcherwill
consistof just 51 single-familychalets—oneof the few
opportunities toowndetacheddwellings rightat the
baseofa skihill.
The firstphase is soldout, just three lotsare left in the

secondphase,andanother 17 lotswillbe releasedon the
FamilyDayweekend,Feb. 16.
“There’snota lotofcompetition for thisproducthere,

especiallywith this locationand theamenitiesat the
doorstep,” saysKeenan.
The location iseven

more interesting, says Jeff
Calibaba, oneof the latest
buyersofaDreamCatcher
recreationhome.He isa
businessownerwho spe-
cializes in investment, pri-
marily in recreationprop-
erties.
“DreamCatcher is ina

great location,” saysCal-
ibaba. “Thevillage for the
skihill isexpandingand
willbeveryclose to
DreamCatcher,whichhas
verybig lots.”
It’salsoadjacent to

TrickleCreekGolfCourse,
saysCalibaba.
Unlike someother

alpine resorts, “a lotof
verygoodgolfcourses”
are in thenearvicinity,
makingDreamCatchera
four-season resort, he says.
“Youcanuse it in summer
aswell,andevenmore im-
portantly froman invest-
ment standpoint,youcan
rent itout.”
Kimberley, itself, is “un-

dervalued,”Calibaba says,
making thepurchaseeven
moreattractive. “There
area lotofverypositive
thingshappening in the
area.”
Expansionof theCran-

brookairport,abouta 15-
or 20-minutedrive from
Kimberley,willallow in-
ternational flights tocome
in, he says.
Theareaalsohas several

nearby lakesand it’sa
four-hourdrive fromCal-
gary, saysCalibaba. “Iex-
pectgrowth inKimberley
in thenext four to fiveyears tobe in the rangeof 20 to 25
percent.”
The resort, itself,whichnowhasa showhomeopen

forviewing, has fourhomeplans tochoose from,with
sizes from1,062 toasmuchas 2,876square feetwithde-
velopmenton three levels.
Theexteriorshaveadistinctivealpine look that in-

cludes steep roofpitches,wood, rockdetailand large
windows.
“The inspiration for thearchitecturecamefroma fel-

low from Italywho spenta lotof time in theAlps,”says
Keenan. “There’sa lotofwoodand timelessdesign.”
Abouthalf of thehomeswillbe timberframecon-

struction. “We like the idea that,
unlikemanyshort-termusesof
forestproducts, thesemajestic
postsand beamswill provide
decadesof functionandesthet-
ics.”
Inside, the features include in-

floorheating;gas-starter, natural
woodburning fireplaces;dis-
tressed, six-inch,countryalder
engineeredhardwood floors; slate
floor tiles in theentryandkitchen;
knottyalderShaker-stylecabinets;granitecountertops,
and stainless steelappliances, tonamea few.
Someof the individual planshavebuilt-inwine racks,

outdoorgas fireplaces,awineandbeer fridge,vaulted
ceilings,andoptional detachedgarages.
A facilitycalled theMountainsideClubwillbebuilt

forowners’exclusiveuse. Itwill includea fitness studio
withyogazone, outdoor terrace lounge,a swimming
poolandyear-roundhot tub, full kitchen facilities,agas
fireplaceanda flat-screenTV.
Anoutdoorgamesareawill featureareas forbocce

ball, horseshoesandvolleyball,aswellasbarbecuesand
picnic tables.The final phasesof thedevelopmentwill
includemulti-familyhousing.
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DREAM: Ski hill

BUILDER/
DEVELOPER:
KeenanDevelop-
mentGroup.
PROJECT:Dream-
Catcher alpine
chalets.The re-
sort includes a
collection of 51
single-family
homes on large

lots at thebase of the
KimberleySkiResort and
across the street from
TrickleCreekGolf
Course.Aprivate own-
ers’MountainsideClub
will have amenities in-
side and out. Final
phaseswill consist of
multi-familyhomes.The
firstphase of single-fam-
ily homes hasbeen sold,
three lots are left in the
secondphase, and 17 lots
in the thirdphasewillbe
released to priority regis-
trants Feb. 16, and
opened to the general
public on Feb.23.
AREA:Kimberley,B.C.
PRICES: Start in themid
$500,000s.
INFORMATION:Visit the
website atwww.Dream
CatcherChalets.com
for information or to
register.Adiscovery cen-
tre is on site at 101
DreamCatcherWay,
Kimberley,B.C.
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JeffCalibaba.
AGE:42.
BACKGROUND:Abusi-
ness owner specializing in
investments, primarily
recreation properties, Jeff
Calibabawas attracted to
Kimberley,B.C. as a resort
destination that is “under-
valued,” he says. “There
are verypositive things

happening,” saysCalibaba, noting
such things as the expansion of theCranbrook airport
just a shortdrive away thatwillbring in international
flights, and themanygolf courses in the area aswell as
theKimberleySkiResort thatmake it a four-season
destination.He’s calling for 20- to25-per-centgrowth
in the next four to five years inKimberley— and that’s a
good investment.The resort,DreamCatcher, is in an
ideal spot, he says,which furthermakes it attractive for
investment. It’s at thebase of the ski hill,whichwill
have village services and amenities expanding in the fu-
ture, and it offers single-familyhomes on large lots.The
whole recreationmarket is expanding as theboomer
population ages. “Many arebuying propertynow, even
though they’re not retiring for four or five years,” he
says. “They’re afraid theywon’tbe able to afford it if
theywait.” Evenwith theU.S. sub-primemarketpush-
ing prices of recreation propertiesdown inmany areas
south of theborder,Calibaba is convincedCanadian
destinations are theway togo. “Youmaybe able toget
agooddeal on properties now,but if you have amort-
gage and the value of theCanadiandollargoesdown, it
couldbe onerous.You also have to have patientmoney.
You have towait for themarket to turn to realize any eq-
uity.”Add on factors such as the cost of flights to travel
back and forth towarmerdestinations, and the cost of
health care outsideCanada once you turn 70, andCana-
diandestinations are oftenmore appealing, he says.
PROJECT:DreamCatcher inKimberley,B.C.
BUILDER/DEVELOPER:KeenanDevelopmentGroup.
POSSESSIONDATE:MidMay.
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� Laid-back
lifestyle part of
mountain city
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�Daily flights link
Kimberley area to
Calgary
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Hereare some factsand informationaboutKimberley,
B.C.:
�Location:Kimberley is located in thePurcellMoun-
tainsof southeasternB.C., overlooking theKootenay
RiverValleyand theRockyMountains to theeast.
It is locatedatanelevationof 3,663 feet/1,110metres,

makingKimberley the secondhighestcity inCanada.
Thepopulation isabout7,000.
�Access:Kimberley is407kilometres fromCalgary,

eithervia theCrowsnestPassorHighway93 through
KootenayNationalPark into theColumbiaValley.
Both routesareabout fourhoursdrive.
TheCanadianRockies InternationalAirportatCran-

brookairport isa 20-minutedrive fromKimberleyand
hasdaily flights toand fromCalgary.

�Attractions:KimberleyAlpineResort skihill has80
runs,avertical riseof750metres,and five lifts, including
onehigh-speedquadchair.

Therearealso 30
kilometresofcross-
country ski trailsat
thenearbyNordic
Centre.
Three 18-holecham-

pionshipgolfcourses
canbeenjoyed right in
thecommunity:
TrickleCreek,Kim-
berleyGolfCluband
BootlegGap,withSt.
EugeneMissionRe-
sortgolfcourseonlya
shortdriveaway.
Kimberley’sdown-

townPlatzl isavehi-
cle-freeplazawith
manyEuropean-deco-
rated shops, restau-
rantsandhotels.
Justnorthof the

Platzl isCentre64,
Kimberley’smainart
galleryandavenue

forartexhibitionsand theatrical performances.
The suburbofMarysville,about 10minutes southof

thePlatzl, hasa trail leading to 30-metre-highMarysville
Falls.Kimberley’sminingpastcanbe relivedwitha ride
on theUndergroundMiningRailway that runs from
downtownKimberley to the formerSullivanMineand
KimberleyAlpineResort.
A 200-metre-long tunnelon the route servesasa stop-

pingpointwith interpretivedisplaysofwhat itwas like
toworkunderground inamine.
ComincoGardens isa freeparkwithbeautiful land-

scapingandmore than40,000bloomseach season.
OriginallybuiltbyComincoasa showcase for its fer-

tilizerproduct, thegardenshavebecomeacommunity
treasurenear thedowntownarea.
KimberleyNaturePark is locatedon themountainside

of thecityandoffersmore than 100kilometresof trails
forhikingandmountainbiking.
Each July thepopulationofKimberleyalmostdoubles

withvisitorsarriving for theKimberley International
OldTimeAccordionChampionships,whichattracts
musical performers fromaround theworld.

�Moreinformation:
•www.kimberleychamber.com
•www.caldwellagencies.com

GERALDVANDERPYL
FOR THECALGARYHERALD

T
here’s amagical number that
comes up a lotwhenCalgari-
ans start looking for recreation

properties:Three, as in only a three-
hourdrive from the city.
Beingwithin that easyweekend

driving distance ofCalgaryhas
helpedmake communities such as
Invermere,FairmontHotSprings and
Fernie populardestinations forown-
ing recreation properties.
Perhaps that’swhy the scenic

mountain cityofKimberley,B.C.
about anhourpastFernie orFair-
mont, has remainedmostlyunder the
radarwithmanyCalgarians.
Sowhatdoes anotherhourdrive

get you?
JoanneKitt,broker/ownerof

Re/MaxCaldwellAgenciesLtd. in
Kimberley, says thebiggest attraction
of the community continues tobe the
lifestyle.
Kitt says thequietpace of life and

wonderful outdoor amenities inKim-
berley are attracting young families
to live andwork in the community,
alongwitholderbuyersof recreation
properties.
“A lotof people are just looking to

get away from thehustle andbustle.
Kimberley is a lotmore laidback
than the (big) cities.We have one
stop light,” she sayswith a laugh.
Kitt says even thoughKimberley is

growing ithasmaintained its
friendly, small town feeling, and is a
placewhere people feel safe raising
their children.
It is also a great location forpeople

looking for a vacation
home,with theKimber-
leyAlpineResort ski hill
actuallywithin the city
limits.
“The furthest away

from the ski hill you can
get inKimberley isproba-
bly about 12minutes
(drive),” she says.
Kitt says there are

also three golf courses
in the community,
withmore than 20 ad-
ditional courses
within a two-hour
drive ofKimberley.
The area ishome to

wonderful hiking,

mountainbiking andnordic skiing,
includingwhatmightbe the longest
lighted crosscountry trail fornight
skiing inCanada.
Kimberley is also expecting to get a

boost from the ongoing expansion of
thenearbyCranbrook airport into a
full-service facility that canhandle
NorthAmerican andpotentially in-
ternational flights.
“Itmakes ahuge difference tobe

able to get in andoutof the (East
Kootenay) area.Youused tobe pretty
limited towhere andhowmuch it
cost you to fly.”
Kitt says the overallBritishColum-

bia real estatemarket is coming off of
several record years in a row, and
Kimberley is following alongwith a
continued strongmarket.
She says the supplyof resale prop-

erties is fairly low at about 60 listings,
compared to theusual 100, soprices
are staying firmeven though there
hasbeen a slightdip inbuyers com-
ing fromAlberta.
Kitt says entry level properties in

Kimberleywould probablybe older
homes in thedowntown areadating
back to the 1940s that start at about
$160,000.
Larger andmoremodern residen-

tial homes in subdivisions goingback
20 to 30 years are priced at about
$300,000 to $400,000,while new
homes run about $450,000 andup.

Kitt says there is a limited supplyof
building lots,with a recent subdivi-
sion selling outof lots atprices that
started at $135,000.
Resale condominiums and town-

houses inKimberley cost about
$200,000 to $300,000.Up at theKim-
berleyAlpineResort ski hill, some
condominiumunits thatwerebuilt
back in the 1970s canbe found for as
little as $80,000 to $100,000 for a
smallunit, depending on condition
and location at the resort.
Kitt saysmanypeople have pur-

chased those kind ofunits and exten-
sively renovated them to endupwith
anice ski hill property.
Newer resort condominiumunits

are priced from about $180,000 for a
smallunit to $280,000 for a larger
1,200-square-foot unit in thepopular
Chicamondevelopment.
Fractional ownership is also avail-

able at the resortwithprices for a
quarter share running from about
$89,000 to themid-$100,000s.
Kitt says single-family chalets at

the ski hill start at aminimumof half
amillion,withone recenthome sell-
ing in the $900,000s.
With theCanadiandollar recently

reaching paritywith theU.S. dollar,
someAlberta buyers are again start-
ing to look south for recreation prop-
erties,butKitt says theydon’t expect
that tohavemuch effecton theKim-
berley real estate scene.
“For themarketwe’re in, people

don’t want to take the risk ofbeing
outof the country.That’s adifferent
game.A lotof people don’t want tobe
involved as anon-resident in the im-
plicationsofbuying and selling real

estate in adifferent country. It’s
just the comfort level.”

She says withwhat it
has to offer in terms of
lifestyle and real estate
choices, the market out-
look forKimberley in
2008 remains positive.
“Any indications that

I’m getting are that
we’re going to see a con-
tinuing strong year.
We’ve had record
years the last couple of
years, and B.C. contin-
ues to break records. So
I anticipatewe’ll see
2008 being right up
there.”
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Daily flights
linkKimberley
area toCalgary

Laid-back lifestyle part ofmountain city

Courtesy,ArtisanReal EstateSolutions
Interior of a chalet in the four-seasonDreamCatcherdevelopment.

Hiking, biking
and skiing part
of community

Exterior of an alpine chalet in theDreamCatcherproject.

CalgaryHeraldArchive
A skierploughs throughwhite
powder snow inKimberley.


